44           CORRESPONDENCE OF      [1703-4

upon you as under a terrible mistake, if you imagine you
cannot be enough distinguished without writing for the
public. Preach, preach, preach, preach, preach, preach; that
is certainly your talent; and you will some years hence have
time enough to be a writer. I tell you what I am content you
should do: choose any subject you please, and write for
your private diversion, or by way of trial; but be not hasty
to write for the world.1 Besides, who that has a spirit
would write in such a scene as Ireland? You and I will
talk an hour on these matters. I have been so long and
so frequently pursued with a little paltry ailment of a
noise in my ears that I could never get humour and time
to answer your letter. Pox on the Dissenters and Inde-
pendents! I would as soon trouble my head to write
against a louse or a flea. I tell you what; I wrote against
the Bill that was against Occasional Conformity; but it
came too late by a day, so I would not print it. But you
may answer it if you please; for you know you and I are
Whig and Tory. And, to cool your insolence a little, know
that the Queen and Court, and House of Lords, and half
the Commons almost, are Whigs; and the number daily in-
creases.2

I desire my humble service to the Primate, whom I have
not written to, having not had opportunity to perform that
business he employed me in; but shall soon, now the days
are longer. We are all here in great impatience at the
King of Spain's delay, who yet continues in the Isle of
Wight.3

1  This advice showed much discernment on Swift's part.   At that
time Archbishop King had formed, like Swift, great expectations of
TisdalPs future in the Church (King's Correspondence, 27 April, 1703),
but Tisdall became completely absorbed in the polemics of that time,
to which he contributed five tracts; and as he took the most extreme
High Church and Tory view, he found himself stranded when the
Whigs came into power.

2  The words from " I have been3) to " daily increases " was the only
portion of this letter printed by Hawkesworth.  Sheridan printed the
letter but omitted the words "I have been" to "your letter."  The
whole letter first appeared in Scott's edition of the Correspondence.

3  The Archduke Charles, whose cause England was upholding,
had spent five days in that country, during which he had a remark-
able experience of the bad roads of that period.  He embarked at
Portsmouth for Lisbon on 31 December, 1703, but owing to a tempest
or other causes did not finally leave until 12 February (Wyon's " Hist
of Reign of Queen Anne," i, 239).gyman, then holding a minor canonry in St. Patrick's Cathedral
